JANE  AUSTEN
Pride and Prejudice

JANE AUSTEN (1775-1817) was the daughter of a Hampshire
clergyman, and she passed most of her uneventful life in
the south of England. Her novels, all of which deal with the
lives of ordinary people, were not of the kind to attract
immediate attention, and during her lifetime her work went
almost unnoticed. Succeeding generations, however, have
amply recognized the veracity, penetration, and quiet humour
of her studies of people and events!

Pride and Prejudice (1797), generally considered to be her
finest novel, is represented in the following extract. Elizabeth
Bennet, the chief character in the book, is a quiet and un-
assuming young lady, as all the best young ladies were in
those^days. But, like Jane Austen herself, she does not lack
a native shrewdness and humour. In the following extract,
observe^how the authoress deftly touches off the vanity and
pomposity of the clergyman, Mr Collins.
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